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An Empirical Study of Behavioral Persistence and Modification under Temporary Structural Change
Shoichiro NAKAYAMA, Satoshi FUJII, Ryuichi KITAMURA, and Noritsugu YAMADA
We examine whether a temporary structure change induces prolonged behavioral change. The results of the
analysis of panel data covering a period immediately before, and one year after, the closure of a Hanshin
Expressway line, indicate that drivers who rarely used public transit before the closure dissolved negative beliefs,
or delusions, of public transit by using it during the closure, and continued to have increased levels of transit use.
The results demonstrate that a temporary structure change could lead to long-term changes in travel behavior.
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