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A Study of Shippers’ Port Choice Behavior Handled with International Container According to the Trading Type of
Physical Distribution
Shingya HANAOKA, Kazuhiko ISHIGURO, Tatsuya KIKUCHI and Hajime INAMURA

It is often observed that local shippers tend to choose large-scale ports for international trade, rather than local ports.
The aim of this study is to investigate principles of port choice behavior among shippers handled with international
container, in the form of significant factors. A number of interviews with shippers were conducted and classified
according to three characteristics: (1) port condition, (2) type of freight cargo, and (3) shippers' trade incentive. ~Also,
through statistical data and comparison analysis by logit model, the study proved that behavioral incentive was treated
differently by shippers depending on their trading types of physical distribution; direct between makers and oversea
buyers, or through middle agents such as domestic trading companies.
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