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A Study on the Thought of Historic Preservatlon in Evaluatlng the Vernacular Environment
—A Comparative Study in Japan and America—"
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A Study on the Thought of Historic Preservation in Evaluating the Vernacular Environment
— A Comparative Study in Japan and America—"*
By Takahiro ABE™ + Osamu SHINOHARA™
The vernacular environment, such as fanada (terraced rice fields) and Nibutani (a sacred place for the Ainu), has not

been well preserved in Japan, while there is an increasing request for preserving it. Do to a lack of adequate
understanding of historical significance of the vernacular environment in Japan, however, the tendency to meet the
above request seems not to have grown yet. On the other hand, the vernacular environment in the United States has
been well preserved so that the identity of a community and its residents’ life is recognized. The purpose of this
study was to examine the significance of evaluation and preservation of the vernacular environment, based on the
comparison of the historic preservation thought of Japan with that of the United States, conducting literature survey,
preserved historic property investigation and interview survey with relevant specialists.  As the result, the study has
indicated that the vernacular environment need be evaluated and preserved in Japan as well from the viewpoint of the
preservation of the identity of a community and its residents’ life. In addition, the same study has discussed the
evaluation objects as well as the evaluation points which are considered effective in evaluating the vernacular
environment in both Japan and the United States.
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