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Micro Topography Restoration of Kuwana Castle Using “Shouho Ezu” *
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Micro Topography Restoration of Kuwana Castle Using “Shouho Ezu” *
Masahiko EGAMI*, Osamu SHINOHARA™

Kuwana, one of the most important castle towns in the Edo period, is located beside the mouth of the
River Ibi. Although the old site of the Kuwana castle appears to be located on lowlands now, this seems
irrational.  As the castle must have been designed to avoid serious damage from floods, especially in places
where floods would often occur.  However there has so far been no way to understand the real nature of the
castle. This thesis gives a new method to research micro topography using the “Shouho Ezu”, which is an
old map drawn early in the Edo period. In so doing, the micro topography of the castle is successfully
restored, and the logic of its design is rationally explained.




