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A vehicle ownership preferencé model that incorporates the causal structure underlying attitudes
towards vehicle ownership by non-owners

By Ge WU * Toshiyuki YAMAMOTO - Ryuichi KITAMURA

Household vehicle ownership behavior in earlier stages of motorization is governed by not only economic
but also psychological and sociological factors. The study proposes the concept of “symbolic utility”, which
refers to psychological satisfaction from vehicle ownership. Based on analyses of the causal structure among
attitudes towards and perception of vehicle ownership, a model system of vehicle ownership preference of non-
owners is developed. The results suggest that attitudinal variables have effects on vehicle ownership preference,
and the accuracy of vehicle ownership choice models could be improved by taking symbolic utility into
consideration. The study results also indicate the presence of cognitive dissonance of non-owner households
and “Veblen effects” of vehicle ownership.
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