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Estimation of the Hidden Distances between Japanese Regions

Using Data on Interregional Interaction
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Estimation of the Hidden Distances between Japanese Regions Using Data on Interregional Interaction

Hirofumi Abe and Masayoshi Ogawa

This study aims to propose an analytical model to examine hidden structure between regions using spatial
interaction data. The model employs the multi-dimensional scaling technique and the gravity model of spatial
interaction to estimate hidden distances in regional spatial interaction. The model was applied to the passenger and

the freight movement in Japanese regions for years 1970-1990 and the validity of the model has been identified
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