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Measures for Improvement of Traffic Capacity
at Bottlenecks on Motorways

By Koji KURIHARA and Youhei HIOKI

Motorways in Japan have been completed about 5,677km in
total service length as of the end of March, 1995, and they
become more important as the road network is formulated.
Meanwhile, traffic congestion often take place at bottlenecks
such as sags in vertical gradient and tunnels, and this is now
highlighted as a serious problem which may deteriorate the
inherent function.

This paper presents an example of successful measures to
improve the traffic capacity, focusing on the ineffective lane
use which may cause bottlenecks. It also suggests the
poessibility to solve the traffic congestion at bottlenecks,
onsidered extremely difficult.
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