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SPATIAL DISTRIBUTIONS OF LAST-MILE FACILITIES
IN JAPANESE METROPOLITAN AREAS

Yuuki HIRABAYASHI, Takanori SAKALI, Shinya Tanaka and Tetsuro HYODO

In recent years, the rapid growth of the e-commerce market has led to a significant increase in demand
for home delivery services, placing a substantial burden on the last-mile delivery transportation system.
Last-mile delivery requires the proximity of the originating facilities to the delivery destinations. However,
in highly urbanized areas, securing suitable land for these facilities can become challenging. This could
necessitate deliveries from more remote locations, potentially resulting in decreased delivery efficiency.
This study focuses on major urban areas, including the three largest metropolitan regions in the country, to
analyze the spatial distribution of last-mile delivery facilities and their relationship with delivery distances.
It also elucidates the relationship between the location of last-mile facilities and delivery demand. Further-
more, the result provides insight into the conditions for efficient delivery in urban areas.



