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Why EV policies increase EV purchase intentions among non-direct beneficiaries.

Tomoya AKIYAMA and Tatsuya KAMEDA

The more electric vehicles (EVs) diffuse in a community, the more public EV chargers will be available,
further facilitating the diffusion of EVs. Due to such an indirect network effect of EV diffusion, consumers’
expectations of future EV prevalence could become self-fulfilling. Importantly, the government could in-
fluence such expectations directly through public announcements of EV policies. In this study, we em-
ployed a survey experiment to examine the impact of policy information on people’s expectations. We
conducted an online survey experiment in which participants (N = 500) were provided with policy infor-
mation about EV policies in Tokyo. As a result, the provision of policy information increased the share
expectations in 2030 by 6.10 percent points on average and purchase intentions regardless of whether they
directly benefited from the policy. The role of policy in shaping expectations shown in this study have
important implications for policymaking and policy public relations.
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