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STUDY ON EVACUATION INTENTION AND PREPARATION BY HOUSING
TYPE AFTER A MAJOR EARTHQUAKE IN THE 23 WARDS OF TOKYO

Yusuke KIMURA and Mihoko MATSUY UKI

In metropolitan areas such as Tokyo, people are required to evacuate to their homes if their houses are
not damaged. However, it is unknown how many people intend to evacuate their homes in the event of a
major earthquake. It is also unclear whether there are differences in evacuation intentions depending on the
housing type (multi-family housing or single-family housing). In this study, we hypothesized that more
residents of single-family housing intend to evacuate at home than those of multi-family housing and con-
ducted a questionnaire survey of 2,100 residents of the 23 wards of Tokyo to verify this hypothesis. The
results showed that, in the event of an earthquake of intensity 6 or higher and if their homes were not
damaged, approximately 70% of the residents would stay at home and 20% would stay at a municipal
evacuation center. In addition, more residents of multi-family housing chose their homes as evacuation sites

compared to those of single-family housing.



