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Precautions for Roundabouts in Snowy and Cold Regions

Kazunori MUNEHIRO, Kazuyuki KURATA, Satoshi YOSHIDA
and Yasuhiko ITO

In cold, snowy regions, roundabouts are being constructed at three intersections in Hokkaido, as well as
in the Tohoku and Hokuriku regions. As of 2023, there are 155 roundabouts in Japan, of which approxi-
mately 50% are located in snowy, cold regions. In March 2023, a new roundabout with three branches was
opened on the Hiroshima Sports Park Line. It is an access road from Sapporo City, the capital of Hokkaido,
to Hokkaido Ball Park F Village (Escon Field), the new stadium of the professional baseball team Nippon-
Ham, and has been installed in a location that is easily accessible to Hokkaido residents. Seven months after
the roundabout began operating, we conducted a survey on the use of turn signals by drivers, and we would
like to report on this preliminary report. Based on three cases in Hokkaido, in order to smoothly operate
roundabouts in snowy and cold regions, there are some points to keep in mind when introducing them, such
as formulating snow removal work plans and harmonizing apron structure and snow removal work.In this
paper , we will discuss common considerations in snowy, cold regions.



