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CHARACTERISTICS OF TRAFFIC SYSTEM AND DESIGN METHODS OF
SHARED SPACE IN EUROPE THROUGH ANALY SIS OF MEETING ZONE
APPLICATION CASES

Yuya TSUETAKI, Kazuyasu Y OSHINO, KeitaYAMAGUTI
and Masashi KAWASAKI

In recent years, attention has been focused on the redesigning of street spaces to be more pedestrian-
centered. In Europe, there are many examples of the introduction of pedestrian-vehicle coexistence streets
in urban centers to create attractive spaces that are both convenient and safe for traffic and lively for
pedestrians. In many cases, the 'meeting zone' traffic regulation for traffic calming is applied to realize the
coexistence of pedestrians and vehicles, but the essentials of the application of the system, the technical
criteriafor spatial design and its operation are not known in detail.

In this study, the following findings were obtained by examin-ing the differences in design methods and
the characteristics of the realized street space in several European cities where the introduction of meeting
zones has been advanced. (1) The conditions of vehicular traffic, public transport and parking are important
in deciding whether to introduce meeting zones. (2) In some cases, footpaths and carriageways are separated
by steps or kerbs to ensure safety, and the method and degree of separation varies from country to country.
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