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AN ANALYSIS OF THE VALUE OF TRAVEL TIME SAVINGS FOR CHILDREN

Kiyohito Utsunomiya

The value of travel time savings (VTTS) is one of the key issues in transportation studies, but there are few
previous research on VTTS for children. In this paper, we conducted a nationwide web-based survey and
mail survey to residents along the Hitachinaka Kaihin Railway, which opened a station for children com-
muting to the newly built school, in the form of a comparison of VTTS between for children and for adults.
As a result, many respondents indicated that VTTS for children time was almost the same or greater than
that of adults. In addition to the evaluation of the potential value of children for their own future, it was
found that in areas where children actually started commuting to school at the new station, parents' concerns
about safety increased the value of shortening their children's commuting time to school. If VTTS for chil-
dren is greater than that of adults, then the current social benefits calculated on the assumption that it is
equal to that of adults could be underestimated,and distort investment decisions in transportation planning.





