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THE PLANNING PROCESS AND IMPLEMENTATION OF INITIATIVES FOR
URBAN MOBILITY PLANNING IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (SUSTAINABLE
URBAN MOBILITY PLANS: SUMP)

Ryusuke TAKEUCHI, Fumihiko NAKAMURA and Itsuki YOSHIDA

The challenges for public transport policy in Japan include the decline in population (depopulation and
ageing) in rural and suburban areas, the high dependence on private cars and the lack of public transport
providers, which may prevent regional public transport systems from meeting the mobility needs of local
communities. In addition to the improvement and enhancement of existing transport services and the full
use of local transport resources, it is expected that sustainable transport services will be provided and
secured through the development and introduction of new technologies and services that support public
transport. In addition, the revised law that came into force in November 2020 made it mandatory for regions
to make efforts to prepare a regional public transport plan as a master plan in local governments designed
by the regions themselves. Meanwhile, in Europe, the European Commission's transport policy principle
"Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMP)" has been established, and guidelines were drawn up in 2013.
This paper discusses SUMPs, their formulation features, challenges in their implementation and innovation,
and the characteristics of initiatives and transport policies in cities that have specifically formulated SUMPs,
and attempts to provide suggestions for regional public transport plans in Japan.
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