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THE EVOLUTION OF MUNICIPALITIES' ATTITUDES TOWARD
MAINTAINING RURAL PUBLIC TRANSIT AFTER DEREGULATION
——THE CONCEPTUAL BLURRING OF MINIMUM GUARANTEE AND
CONVENIENCE IMPROVEMENT AND THE DILUTION OF POLICY
OBJECTIVES——

HE Le

After deregulation, the role of ensuring rural public transportation was assumed by local gov-

ernments. If public transportation is positioned as a means of guaranteeing the right to survival by

local governments, they should identify and maintain the minimum level of public transportation

necessary for daily life. In reality, however, many municipalities have adopted the idea of main-

taining public transportation that has a certain level of use, based on the income/expenditure ratio

or the number of users, or the idea of making the efforts of local residents the condition for public

subsidies. Through an analysis of the policy documents of local governments and the literature of

experts who have influenced them, this study points out that there is a problem that these discus-

sions have not conceptually distinguished between public transportation for minimum guarantee

and public transportation for additional convenience improvement, partly due to the limitations
of the COMMUNITY BUS boom period. This may have diluted the policy objective of municipal-

ities to identify and guarantee minimum public transportation.
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