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A COMPARISON OF RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT PLANS IN JAPAN AND
EUROPE. CONSIDERATIONS ON THE FUTURE OF TRUNK RAILWAYS

Takashi KOMORIYA, Yoichi KANAYAMA

High-speed rail is being developed all over the world, and in Europe, based on the Trans-European
Transport Network (TEN-T) plan, it is being developed from Western to Central and Eastern Europe.
This paper compares rail development plans between Japan and Europe in general, and the Czech Repub-
lic in particular, which is located in the centre of Europe and is a major land transport hub. For the Czech
Republic, the paper presents the railway situation, including the separation of upper and lower levels, the
ratio of freight to passenger traffic, future railway development plans, including the construction of new
high-speed rail lines and the modernisation of conventional lines, the basic concept of development, in-
cluding accessibility to high-speed railways, and design conditions, such as maximum speed and curve
radius for high-speed railways.

Europe and Japan differ in a wide range of aspects, such as land characteristics, etc. Through a com-
parative study of these issues, findings that can be used as a reference for Japan's trunk line railways will
be discussed.



