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The Role of Railways in Hokkaido by Comparing Rail and Road Networks

Yasutaka YONEMITSU, Kunihiro KISHI, Shinei TAKANO

In Hokkaido, even the lines used by limited express trains, which are responsible for inter-city
transportation, are in danger of extinction. As for roads, only 66% of highways have been completed, and
there is no prospect for the completion of the entire network. We consider it a problem that the high-speed
transportation network between cities has not been completed, since it is supposed to be spread nationwide
from the viewpoint of national land planning. In this study, we discuss Hokkaido's problems and the need
for railroads by comparing travel time between cities in Hokkaido and the rest of Japan, and between

railroads and roads.

The analysis of travel times between cities shows that travel times between cities in Hokkaido are longer
than those in other regions of Japan. Furthermore, we found that the service level of railroads in Hokkaido
is relatively lower than that of roads, due in part to the fact that the Shinkansen is already in operation in

Honshu.



