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The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism announced the recommendations of the
study group in July 2022.This proposal indicates a direction in which it is strongly expected that the line
sections that form the core railway network will continue to be maintained from the perspectives of eco-
nomic growth, environmental issues, disaster response, and security.

Japan Freight Railway Company, which was born as a result of the Japan National Railways reform,
utilizes this network to provide unified nationwide freight rail transportation services, and since its incep-
tion, has undertaken a variety of initiatives such as increasing transportation capacity and strengthening
station functions. In recent years, the logistics field has been required to comply with overtime regula-
tions that will be implemented from 2024, and at the same time JR Freight is also facing new challenges.

We hope that this review of these efforts will lead to the development of new discussions regarding fu-
ture the core railway network.
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