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FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES AND POLICY-ORIENTATION
OF CURRENT MAINLINE RAILWAYS IN JAPAN

Hitoshi IEDA

35 years have passed last year since the dramatic reform of Japanese National Railways, and
Japan's railways are at a major turning point. In particular, passenger traffic in rural areas is struggling
even on "trunk lines". In addition, while the progress of the expansion of Shinkansen network greatly
contributes to the upgrading of transportation services, it has also brought about management problems
for parallel conventional lines. And freight rail transportation is now facing the danger of the nation-
wide network being disrupted. Based on this understanding, we discuss the important issues and the
policy requirement for the near future based on various papers submitted in this session.



