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DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN’S INDEPENDENT MOBILITY
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO URBAN CHARACTERISTICS

Syuji YOSHIKI, Hiroshi TATSUMI, Yuya TABEIL Momoka TAKEHIRO,
Naoki TSURUMOTO and Taku FUKUYAMA

Children's Independent Mobility (CIM) is defined as “The freedom of children to travel around their own neighbor-
hood or city without adult supervision.” To enhance CIM within a community, this study aims to elucidate the charac-
teristics of neighborhoods where children's independent mobility is more or less likely to manifest.

Utilizing Google Street View to gain insights into the actual state of children's independent mobility, we observed
that areas with high population density and a substantial number of children residing in the vicinity tend to exhibit a
relatively higher frequency of independent child mobility compared to adult mobility or mobility accompanied by
adults. In contrast, the downtown Tenjin area displayed a lower occurrence of independent child mobility. This suggests
that children's independent mobility is predominantly confined to their immediate residential areas, with significant
restrictions on their independent movement in other areas.
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