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Transport Town Planning' as a Type of "Japanese MaaS”
-A study of goals and governance-

Ukyo NAGATA

The area of regional public transport policy known as Mobility as a Service (MaaS) has emerged rapidly over the past
few years since the coalition government of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the Komeito party came to power
and entered a period of stability. Even before that, there existed the concept of 'transport town planning’, which was
based on the idea of planning transport in a way that contributes to the local community.

This paper examines all cases of the Japanese version of Maa$S in 2020, with reference to the Basic Law on Transport
Policy, which is a law of principle concerning transport, to see whether the ideals similar to those of 'transport town
planning' have been realized and whether the unilateral nature of public transport operators has been removed in the
policy progress of such MaaS. The results of the study showed that the ideal of "Japanese MaaS" in transport policy has
not yet been realized. The results highlighted the fact that many plans are not concerned with the maintenance and
management of functions, which is a philosophically important aspect of transport policy. Furthermore, there were only
a few cases where the construction and scrutiny of projects with citizen participation was incorporated into the project,
and it could be pointed out that this is an area in need of further improvement.
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