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Questionnaire on the "retribution gap™ and "moral luck™ in accidents involving auto-
mated vehicles

Shinya HAYASHI, Minao KUKITA, and Ayako TANIGUCHI

With regard to accidents caused by autonomous vehicles, there are concerns about the "retribution gap". This refers
to the notion that there may not be an appropriate entity to which victims can direct their feelings of retribution, poten-
tially leading to issues such as unjust scapegoating. We conducted a survey to ascertain the extent of these concerns in
reality. During this investigation, we also examined how "moral luck" influences people's judgments. The results sug-
gest that while moral luck may introduce some variability in people's evaluations, the retribution gap, at least in terms
of scapegoating, may not be as significant a problem as feared. Rather, victims may harbor feelings of self-blame
concerning accidents involving autonomous vehicles, indicating that attending to the emotional well-being of the vic-
tims might be of greater importance.



