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OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FARES PAYMENT BY INDIVIDU-
ALS USING ROUTE SEARCH API
- CLARIFY THE PAYMENT MECHANISMS BY CITIES AND INDIVIDUALS —

Shumpei KAWAI, Kaito MATSUURA and Mamoru TANIGUCHI

Public transportation in Japan has fallen into a difficult situation recently because population decline and
other factors have decreased the numbers of users. Because public transportation is often operated on a self-
financing basis, its maintenance requires that people use and support it. Nevertheless, it remains unclear
what kind of people use public transportation and spend money to support it. Therefore, this study compre-
hensively clarified people's expenditures for public transportation in terms of their place of residence and
personal attributes. Results revealed a large difference in per-capita expenditures on public transportation
among the three major metropolitan areas and rural areas. In many cities, public transportation is supported
by students above high school age. These results suggest that some cities will find it impractical to sustain

systems on their own. Some cities might face rapidly mounting difficulties because of the declining birthrate.
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