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SOCIAL CAPITAL AND CARPOOLING BEHAVIOR WITH NON-FAMILY
MEMBERS

Ken SUGO, Kakuya MATSUSHIMA, Hitomu KOTANI, Toshiyuki NAKAMURA,
Masatoshi HASEGAWA, and Sachiko OHNO

Carpooling services, such as voluntary transportation services, are attracting attention as alternative
transportation for people in rural areas who have difficulty driving themselves. Unlike carpooling behaviors
such as transportation with family members, these carpooling behaviors are those in which a passenger
takes another person for a ride or rides in a car driven by another person, and there are many issues to be
addressed in their realization. In this study, we focus on social capital, which represents region community,
as a factor to realize carpooling behavior with non-family members. We evaluate the structure of social
capital using structural covariance analysis and estimate a discrete choice model of carpooling behavior
with non-family members, taking into account the influence of social capital, to assess the effect of the
level of social capital in the region on carpooling behavior with non-family members. Furthermore, we
discuss policy implications that should be taken into account when introducing carpooling services in the
future.
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