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Study on Sustainability of Regional Public Transportation Services
in anticipation of Autonomous Driving Society

Ann KOSHOJI, Yasunao MOCHIZUKI and Akinori MORIMOTO

Regional public transportation is required to maintain and survive to support people's lives, but is
declining due to aging and declining population. Under such circumstances, the introduction of autonomous
driving that can be expected to improve and increase users is being considered. When introducing
automated operations, it is considered adequate to understand the operating system based on local
characteristics and to assess the sustainability of the local public transportation system. Therefore, in this
study, we assumed three business models based on the current status and type of local public transportation
in Japan and overseas, and conducted a questionnaire to understand the intentions of the user. There are
three suggestions obtained. (1) The paid amount of people who have high awareness and expectation of
autonomous driving is also high in the future. (2) Demand for the origin will lead to future sustainability
and initial cost recovery at the beginning of the introduction. (3) Payments continue to fall by 10 % in 10
years, so it is necessary to lower the maintenance costs of local public transport services.



