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How Many Barriers Do You Recognize? International Comparison of Four Barriers:
Re-Examination for Improvement of Barrier-free Transportation.
-Comparing five counties to find a new concept for Japan-

Yoshito DOBASHI

In Japan, the Cabinet Office, which is in charge of issues in disability in Japan, defined four main bar-

riers as physical, System, Information and Phycological barriers in 1994 in its “Whitepaper for Disabil-
ity”. Since then, this idea has been used in official and informal events.

However, after nearly 20 years, this has not been revised while many changes have happened after that

time. We also need to compare it with other countries which may have different approach to create better
society for all.

The purpose of this research is to compare how barriers for person with disability are recognized from
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countries to countries to check if there are any missing points in Japanese four barriers which were estab-
lished in 1994.

Through the inverviews and reports provided by five nations, U.K., Australia, Finland, Thailand, and
India, the author found that there are no officially defined “barriers” in other countries like in Japan. Yet,
there are many commen barriers among them.

The possible new concepts to be used for Japan, the auther suggests “human rights”, “implementation”,
“finace/affordability”.

- ERE



