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MEASURES TO PROMOTE THE USE OF INTERCITY RAILWAY
FOCUSING ON THE QUALITY OF TRIP

Shinji IWAMOTO, Kunihiro KISHI and Shin-ei TAKANO

As for the current state of intercity transportation in Hokkaido, limited express trains are running at a
loss, making it difficult to maintain the routes. Various efforts are being made to promote the use of limited
express trains, but a drastic measure to promote the use of trains to residents is needed. In this study, a
questionnaire survey was conducted in Kitami and Abashiri cities along the Sekihoku Line to investigate
the choice of transportation to Sapporo. Using AHP, the importance of interior space is evaluated with
comparison between railway and bus. Using the Nested Logit Model, this study quantitatively analyzed
how higher speeds and improved interior space of railway affect the probability of choosing railway. It was
found that both higher speeds and improvement of interior space were effective in promoting the use of
intercity railway, and that residents had a high preference for private car. It is necessary to simultaneously

raise awareness of the need to switch transportation modes.



