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SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT OF ISSUES CONTRIBUTING TO THE
REALIZATION OF WALKABLE PEDESTRIAN ENVIRONMENTS IN JAPAN

Yusuke ITOH, Rintaro SUZUKI and Akinori MORIMOTO

In recent years, many cities around the world have been working to reconstruct their streets into people-
centered spaces under the keyword "walkable". However, the term "walkable™ inherently has a broad
meaning, and it is necessary to define the means, objectives, and to systematically review indicators that
evaluate pedestrian environment in an integrated manner. The purpose of this study is to review and
systematically organize the issues related to walkability. First, we conducted a literature review and citation
analysis of English-language articles on walkability, and organized statistically significant urban elements
that have been identified using multivariate analysis and other methods. Then, based on examples of
pedestrian environment improvement in Japan, the means, purposes, and stakeholders involved in the
improvement were identified. Finally, the paper discusses the peculiarities of the Japanese pedestrian
environment, citing the discourse on the differences between Japan and the West, and clarifies the issues
of walkability and findings that are unique to Japan that should be taken into consideration in promoting

walkability.



