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COST BURDEN FOR RETAINING FREIGHT RAILWAYS OF JAPAN

Yuta UENO, Kunihiro KISHI and Shin-ei TAKANO

In preparation for the extension of the Hokkaido Shinkansen to Sapporo, there are discussions on how to
maintain the Hakodate Line between Hakodate and Oshamambe as a freight-only line. There is currently
no cost-sharing framework for the continuation of freight-only operations, and the national government and
Hokkaido have been unable to come to an agreement on this issue. In addition, since parallel conventional
railways on which freight trains run are located throughout Japan, a new cost-sharing framework for the
maintenance of not only the Hakodate Line but also other parallel conventional railways on which freight
trains run throughout Japan should be considered at the same time. In this study, based on the idea that not
only the regions where freight rail lines are located but also the regions that benefit from freight railways
should bear the costs, we proposed a cost-bearing system using the results obtained from an input-output

analysis.



