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CHOICE BETWEEN EMIGRATION AND LOCAL REBUILDING
OF THE VILLAGES AFFECTED BY THE MEIJI SANRIKU TSUNAMI
—FOCUSED ON THE MIYAGI PREFECTURE —

Chise NISHIWAKI, Makoto OKUMURA

Villages damaged by the Meiji Sanriku Tsunami (1896) were rebuilt around the same area, including the
surrounding higher ground. However, at that time, migration to other parts of Japan and abroad was en-
couraged, and it was not uncommon for communities to move to other areas after a major disaster. In this
study, local reconstruction was chosen over emigration in Miyagi Prefecture, focusing on newspaper ma-
terials of the time. As a result, it was clarified that the direct reason was the order of Governor Katsumada
of Miyagi Prefecture to maintain the fishing industry, which was an important industry, there.



