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CHALLENGES IN MANAGEMENT OF REMOTE TERRITORIAL ISLANDS
IN TERMS OF NATIONAL LAND PLANNING IN JAPAN

Shuji TSUNEYAMA, Kinichiro WATANABE, Fujio KOJIMA
and Yoshimitsu TAJIMA

Japan is a maritime nation with large territorial waters and exclusive economic zones of approximately
4.47 million km?. Since remote territorial islands play a significant role in maintaining the jurisdictional
waters, these islands should be consistently protected and managed. On February 2, 2023, National Ocean
Policy Secretariat, Cabinet Office, Government of Japan announced the results of surveys regarding the
status of Japan's jurisdictional waters and has confirmed that there is no change in its total area, 4.47 million
km?. This paper first summarizes the process of the establishment of international laws such as the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Japan's various territorial waters law, and the Basic Law on
Ocean Policy. Comprehensively reviewing Japan's recent efforts on the conservation and management of
remote territorial islands , this paper also dischssed how these islands should be managed and conserved in
the future from the perspective of national land planning. Then this paper proposed the new evaluation
method of the importance of remote territorial islands based on the distance from other islands (12 nautical
miles), the elevation and size of the island, whether or not it is manned, or it has private properties. We also
reported on the latest discussions on the establishment of international jurisdictional sea areas at such meet-
ings concerning about sea level rise due to climate changes as the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and the
United Nations International Law Commission.



