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ANALYSIS OF VISITATION CHARACTERISTICS IN THE CENTRAL AREA OF
NAHA CITY — CONSIDERING COVID-19 -

Atsushi UECHI, Daisuke KAMIYA, Ryo YAMANAKA,
Daisuke FUKUDA, and Yoshiki SUGA

Tourism is one of the major industries in Okinawa Prefecture and increasing the number of visitors is
important from the perspective of regional development. After the outbreak of the new coronavirus, the
environment surrounding people has changed drastically, as evidenced by proposals for avoiding the "three
densities" and micro tourism. This paper analyzes the behavioral characteristics of visitors to Kokusai-dori
Avenue in the central city area of Naha City and the changes in behavior before and after the outbreak of

infectious diseases.

Specifically, we conducted a survey of migratory behavior using Wi-Fi packet sensors in 2017 and be-
tween 2020 and 2022 and compiled basic information such as time spent in the central city and visitation
rates by location. We also analyzed the ratio of in-prefecture to out-of-prefecture data and the behavioral
characteristics of the acquired data. The results showed that the rate of visitation and the number of points
of interest indicate a decline in the level of circulation and a shortening of the time spent in the city center,
indicating that changes in the behavior of people in the city center are occurring.



