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A Normative Consideration about Purpose Setting in Public Transportation Plan: case
Japan

Ukyo NAGATA

In Japan, the "Regional Public Transport Revitalization Law" was enacted in 2007 and has come to occupy a position as
the basic planning and policy framework for public transport. However, there are several problems with this policy that
are contrary to the style of planning that it should be: regional transportation planning in conjunction with community
development/regional management.

Public transportation has a ripple effect. As for its effects, each municipality is customarily required to present a "cost-
benefit (B/C)" ratio. However, due to the difference in ability between those municipalities that can calculate such figures
and those that cannot, these indicators do not seem to be functioning well. Regional transport bureaus are also unable to
move outside of these indicators and provide appropriate advice.

As a result, the effectiveness of regional public transportation is underestimated, making it difficult to contribute to
community development.

However, the "Law for Revitalization of Regional Public Transport,” which will go into effect in 2020, is working in
tandem with these evaluation indicators to shift public transport into a form that can be sustained as a business, such as
"Mobilization of Transportation Resources™ and "Japanese version of MaasS.

This paper explores "objective management” and "citizen participation™ as solutions for this system to fulfill its original
purpose. It argues that by setting urban goals and questioning and clarifying the raison d'étre of public transportation
based on numerous criticisms, public transportation services can be properly resourced and managed. Of course, the
regional transport bureaus would also need to establish a mechanism to advise municipalities on transportation planning
that is not linked to management indicators. This argument is framed in the context of Hans Kelsen, Jirgen Habermas,
and Christopher Alexander.



