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FEASIBILITY OF DIRECT SHINKANSEN SERVICE
TO HAKODATE STATION BY MINI SHINKANSEN

Shu OBATA, Kunihiro KISHI and Shin-ei TAKANO

With the extension of the Hokkaido Shinkansen to Sapporo scheduled for 2030, travel time between Sap-
poro and Hakodate will be shortened, but convenience will be reduced because passengers will have to
transfer between the Shinkansen and the Hakodate Liner at Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto station, which is no
longer a direct connection. In this research, we developed a transportation choice model based on a ques-
tionnaire survey, assuming that the Hokkaido Shinkansen will operate to Hakodate station by Mini-
Shinkansen system and developed a transportation choice model between direct train to Hakodate station
and the Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto transfer train in the current plan. The results showed that many passengers
would choose the direct train to Hakodate station even if an extra fare is added between Shin-Hakodate-
Hokuto station and Hakodate station. Therefore, we estimated the demand and construction cost of the
Mini-Shinkansen and showed that the project was profitable. Then, we discussed policies to realize a direct
train to Hakodate station from the viewpoint of Mini-Shinkansen system operating existing old lines run-
ning parallel to the Shinkansen.
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