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TOURISM-LED SUSTAINABLE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH
INTRODUCING AREA-ENTRANCE-FEES

Minae KUMEIJI, Satoshi INOUE and Hitoshi IEDA

In recent years, tourism demand has been increasing. The importance of tourism promotion has been

increasing as a critical element of the national growth strategy and regional development. In addition, more
and more regions are introducing "area entrance fees" as a self-financing source for various tourism-related
activities of the region. This study aims to clarify the role of user fees and issues involved in their introduc-
tion, focusing on the area entrance fees stipulated in the Local Natural Assets Act enacted in 2015 as a
financial resource for sustainable regional development through natural environment conservation and tour-
ism.

The following points were clarified by analyzing the characteristics of "area entrance fees" among user
fees related to tourism and by analyzing case studies of Taketomi Island, Okinawa; Shiretoko Goko, Hok-
kaido; Yakushima, Kagoshima; and Izena Island, Okinawa. (1) It is necessary to expand and redefine the
concept of user fees in three directions: resources, regions, and activities. (2) The main issues to be ad-
dressed in the introduction of area entrance fees are (a) design of appropriate fees, (b) collection method,
(c) smooth introduction of area entrance fees, (d) securing stable financial resources, and (e) coordination
among entities involved in the activities. (3) The introduction of an area entrance fee requires a shared
vision among parties concerned, and patient approach to parties against area entrance fees that allows for
flexible design of details of the fees as mutually agreeable.



