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Evaluation of Public Transportation Network
for Excursion Tourism in Eastern Hokkaido

Nobuhiro SATO, Kunihiro KISHI, Shin-ei TAKANO

While the use of rental cars is increasing for excursion tourism in Hokkaido, the problem of JR Hokkai-
do's discontinued routes has become apparent, and it is necessary to promote the use of these routes not
only for daily transportation but also for sightseeing in order to maintain them. However, the current state
of public transportation, including JR and local bus services, is that the level of service is low. The purpose
of this study is to evaluate the service level of the public transportation network in the East Hokkaido region
from the perspective of excursion tourism. Based on the timetable data of transportation operators, the
number of sightseeing spots that can be visited in a day using only JR and local buses, and the ratio of
waiting time to the total travel time, are clarified. The analysis revealed that not only is it impossible to visit
many sightseeing spots using only public transportation, but it is also inefficient, as the waiting time is
longer than the boarding time. Therefore, we proposed measures to improve the level of service by increas-
ing the number of JR and local buses and by improving their timetables.



