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A Study on the Practice of Utilization of VVacant Houses in Rural Areas

Natsu YAGAI and Naoto TANAKA

According to the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, the external diseconomies
caused by the increasing number of mismanaged vacant houses in Japan range from disaster prevention and
crime prevention to sanitation and scenery. Therefore, in order to manage a sustainable community, it is
useful to practice the utilization of vacant houses and clarify the effects of such utilization. In this study, it
is conducted a questionnaire and interview survey of (1) local residents, (2) event participants, and (3) event
planners in an event space using a vacant house in Misato Town, Kumamoto Prefecture, to examine the
effects of utilizing vacant houses. The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of exchange in
the area utilizing vacant houses, focusing on the setting of the place and changes in the awareness of the
participants. The results of the study verified that (1) residents in the neighborhood "manifested interest in
the region," (2) event participants "discovered the attractiveness of the region," and (3) event planners "rec-

ognized their role in the region.



