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Fostering High School Students' Regional Attachment to the Community
Efforts to Raise Interest in Local Resources
~The Case of Ono City, Fukui Prefecture~

Eiki ITO and Keiichi KITAZUME

This study focuses on high school students as resource persons who are responsible for local community
development mechanisms based on regional characteristics. This period is an important turning point for
high school students before they settle down or leave their hometowns. The purpose of this study is to
implement a method to foster place attachment through effective contact with regional resources for high
school students, and to clarify the effectiveness of the method in fostering them as bearers.

We will discuss class activities, their roles and effects of the "I am the Mayor of the Future Project,"
which is part of the integrated learning program for first-year students at Ono High School in Fukui Pre-
fecture. Questionnaire surveys and interviews with high school students were conducted and analyzed. The
results show that this initiative has a short-term effect in fostering community attachment, but that oppor-
tunities for continuous contact with local resources are necessary, and that one of the demands of high
school students is a place where they can communicate with each other.
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