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e Licence to cross main roads alone
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* Licence to travel home from school alone

e Licence to go out alone after dark

* Licence to cycle on main roads alone

e Licence to use local buses alone
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A FUNDAMENTAL STUDY ON FACTORS AFFECTING CHILDREN’S
INDEPENDENT MOBILITY

Kojiro MATSUO, Baskaran Sri Sharmin, Kosuke MIY AZAKI and Nao SUGIKI

The degree that children are able to go out and move around freely without an adult is
called children independent mobility (CIM) and is considered to be an important factor
in children's health and physical, social, and mental development. In this study, we con-
ducted a questionnaire survey of parents of elementary school children in Toyohashi city
to clarify factors affecting CIM, focusing on travel modes. The results showed that school
grade, gender, and anxiety about traffic accidents and crimes had an influence on the
distance a child is allowed to walk or ride a bicycle alone. In addition to school grade and
gender, the frequency of children using public transportation together with adults and the
feeling watched over by surrounding adults were also found to affect the level of ac-

ceptance of children riding the tram alone.



