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An approach to introduce automated driving mobility services in Tochigi Prefecture

~ Tochigi Prefecture ABC Project ~

Takayasu OSARA, Atsushi TANAKA, Takeru YASUIKE, Seiji NISHIL,
Keitaro TSUDA, Kenichi KOUCHI, Kenji KAWAMATA, Koichi SAKAI,
Yasutake KAMEYAMA and Masato ANJO

The Tochigi Prefecture Department of Land Development Transportation Policy Division launched the "Tochigi Prefecture
ABC Project " and continues to conduct demonstration experiments for the realization of automated driving transportation ser-
vices. There are three purposes to aim for by utilizing automated driving vehicles, 1: Exploring the future possibilities of unmanned
automated driving transportation services to solve social issues faced by each region in the prefecture, 2: fostering social ac-
ceptance in the prefecture so that users can use it with peace of mind, and 3: organizing issues and accumulating know-how for
the introduction of automated driving system in public transportation in the prefecture. In 2020, 10 demonstration areas were
selected in the prefecture, and from June 2021, 1st demonstration experiments on public roads were conducted by using auto-
mated driving buses. In this paper, we reports on the social acceptability of the automated driving transportation service, its effect
on the region, and the knowledge obtained for future development through the demonstration experiments conducted so far.



