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MEDIA MIX FOR PRACTICAL DEVELOPMENT Of SIGHTSEEING VERBAL MAPS
Keitaro MIURA, Hiroko MATSUMOTO, Masahiro ISHII, Takashi UCHIDA

In recent years, there has been a lot of research and development aimed at assisting the visually
impaired to walk. The authors have been working on the application of "verbal maps" that replace visual
information with auditory information. In this study, we created an audio version of a tourist guide, the
"Sightseeing Verbal Maps," with the aim of helping visually impaired people enjoy walking in order to
improve their QOL. This time, the emphasis was placed on the unusual, and the three target sites were Itami
Sky Park, Umami Hillside Park, and Minoh Waterfall, and the guide text, environmental sounds, and sound
effects were incorporated to create a mental image closer to reality and increase the desire to go out. Virtual
walking experiments and interviews were conducted both remotely via Zoom and face-to-face in the labor-
atory, and improvements to the word map, clarification of useful environmental sounds and sound effects,
and evaluation of the auxiliary media and YouTube video distribution were conducted.



