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THE EXPANSION OF WORKING FROM HOME AND MIGRATION BE-
HAVIOR WITH AGGLOMORATION IN HOME

Kota MASUMOTO, Kakuya MATSUSHIMA, Hitomu KOTANI and Junichi
SUSAKI

Working from home (WFH) is rapidly spreading due to the spread of COVID-19. In this
study, we constructed a market equilibrium model that takes WFH into account and analyzed
the effect of the expansion of WFH on the distribution of the population in a city. We focus
on the increase in leisure time, which is a characteristic of telecommuting, and assume that
the utility obtained depends on the region in which people spend their leisure time, depending
on the externality of the concentration of workers in their place of residence. The result re-
vealed that the expansion of telecommuting has led to a migration from the city center to the
suburbs, and in particular that the longer the commute from the suburbs to the city center, the
more pronounced the population shift. We also pointed out the possibility of different popu-
lation distributions depending on the behavioral patterns of workers with respect to their place

of residence and work style when WFH is introduce.
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