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A STUDY ON LOCAL KNOWLEDGE IN INHERITANCE OF TRADITIONAL

CULTURE

Kairi IZUMI and Naoto TANAKA

In today’s world, where the connection with nature is becoming weaker, it is important to inherit the
traditional culture rooted in knowledge that has been tdaritionaliy nurtured in the region, and to use and
manage the sustainable living environment. In general, traditional culture is said to contain local knowledge.
In addition, people can participate in traditional events such as festivals regardless of their occupation.
Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the nature of local knowledge in the inheritance of
traditional culture. The study area is Uki City, a typical rural city in Japan. Based on historical books, maps,
and climatic data, Uki City can be classified into five regional characteristics. Furthermore, traditional
culture has been born and developed corresponding to these characteristics. According to the interview
survey, it was found that those who preserve traditions place value on historical and folk aspect. They also
find the significance of traditional culture as something that nurtures local identity and strengthens the
community. They compare and contrast traditional and contemporary meanings, select what they consider
necessary, and create new knowledge to protect it. In conclusion, local knowledge is closely connected to
the community, shared by the community, and updated by the community.



