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FACTOR ASSOCIATED WITH POPULATION CHANGE OF REMOTE
ISLAND

Masayoshi TANISHITA and Jumpei SHIGEMATSU

Since the enactment of the Remote Islands Promotion Act, the population of many islands has continued
to decline. On the other hand, the population of some islands has been increasing since 1980. In this study,
we used data from 1980 to 2020 at five time points in ten-year intervals to clarify the factors affecting
population change in the islands. As in previous studies, natural and regional characteristics had an effect
on the increase in the population of remote islands, but the impact of tourism and primary industry employ-
ment has become greater in recent years, natural and regional characteristics have a greater impact on nat-
ural increase, and the employment environment has a greater impact on social increase. We also found that
the self-sufficiency rate of food and energy is not necessarily high in some islands even though the popu-

lation is increasing.



