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A STUDY ON THE EFFECT OF THE DELAY OF SHINKANSEN NETWORK
CONSTRUCTION DUE TO FISCAL AUSTERITY ON NATIONAL ECONOMY

Koki OKAMOTO, Yuichiro KAWABATA and Satoshi FUJII

In recent years, Shinkansen network construction has delayed. There are various factors. Especially, re-
ducing construction budget due to fiscal austerity is thought to be one of the major factors. We are afraid
that this delay due to it affects national economy. By the way, there are no specific studies on the factors of
the delay of Shinkansen network construction, the effect of fiscal austerity on the progress of the construc-
tion, and the effect of the delay on national economy. In this study, firstly, we quantitatively analyzed actual
situation of the delay of the construction. Secondly, we made some rational presumptions about the rela-
tionship between fiscal austerity and the delay of the construction. Then we quantitatively analyzed the
impact on national economy caused by the delay. The results suggested that the delay of the construction
caused serious damages on national economy and public finance (For example, we may lose about 26.6bil-
lion yen normal GDP in total until 2050.). The result suggests a political suggestion that the government
should use much more budget on the Shinkansen network construction to avoid this impact.
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