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A Study on the Significance and Future of Road Network Planning in Japan

Yusuke HIROBE and Tetsuo YAI

In Japan, changes in social conditions such as a declining and aging population, and the increasing
frequency and severity of disasters have led to the idea of efficiently maintaining and managing
infrastructure, and long-term plans have been formulated that include maintenance and management.
However, the public is not fully aware of the importance of infrastructure maintenance and management,
and it is necessary to convey the importance to the public. In this study, the significance and the future of
road network planning from the perspective of the planning process will be discussed by organizing the
efforts up to the formulation of the road network plan, the historical background to the formulation of the
plan, and the contents of the plan from the viewpoint of the public participation process, and by comparing
it with road network plans in other countries. The significance and future of road network planning from
the viewpoint of the planning process is discussed by comparing with overseas road network plans.

Furthermore, the institutionalization of the process of higher-level planning is also discussed and proposed.
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