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POST EVALUATION OF RECENT JAPANESE REGIONAL TRANSFER POLICIES:
QSE APPROACH

Keita HASEGAWA and Daisuke FUKUDA

In this study, we quantify the effects of place-based policy on the population distribution and regional
economy in Japan, and conduct post-evaluation. For this purpose, we construct a model based on quan-
titative spatial economics (QSE) that is capable of representing inter-regional population mobility and ag-
glomeration economies, and analyzed the effects of four types of place-based policy. Using the model, we
conducted a counterfactual analysis in which no place-based policy had been implemented. The results
suggest that the place-based policy alleviated the inter-regional disparity in the number of workers, while
the total real income decreased, and that the effects of the place-based policy were not limited to short-term
effects but persisted over the long term. Furthermore, when the total population of Japan declines, the
outflow of population from regional areas will be accelerated.
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