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INVERSE ANALYSIS OF EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION
AND BUSINESS TRAVELS USING OPTIMAL WORK LOCATION MODEL

Takumu ISHIKAWA and Makoto OKUMURA

In recent years, attractive employment opportunities have been considered as an important factor for
rural areas to revitalize their communities. In this connection, we would like to understand the impact of
transportation networks and work styles on the distribution of employment. However, the distribution of
employment in Japan as a whole cannot be simply explained by a single reason, such as the influence of
transportation conditions or the uneven urban distribution of firms. Therefore, in this study, we examine
the distribution of employment as an aggregate result of the location of work by each firm. We focus on
national-scale firms that are considered important for regional revitalization, and use the optimal work lo-
cation model and observed employment distribution and conditions to clarify the existence ratio of each
characteristic of firms that cannot be observed. We then use these conditions and ratios to better explain
the distribution of employment.
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