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COMPARISON OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENT FATALITIES AND FATAL INJURIES
AMONG PREFECTURES TO ESTABLISH SAFE AND HEALTHY COMMUNI-
TIES:REGIONAL CHARACTERISTIC ANALY SIS USING STANDARDIZED
MORTALITY RATIO

Hanae KOSUGE

The actual status of regional on-site traffic accident fatalities and subsequent fatal injuries during victim
transport or hospitalization of each prefecture were quantitatively investigated using traffic accident statis-
tical data from the Institute for Traffic Accident Research and Data Analysis. Two aspects were analyzed:
1. the standardized mortality ratio that standardizes the age difference-oriented bias in the rates of fatality
and fatal injury, and 2. the rates of fatality and fatal injury in each prefecture compared with the national
rates of fatality and fatal injury from accidents involving different movement conditions of the victims,
such as driving, walking, and riding bicycles. The results indicated that fatal accidents or fatal injuries of
car drivers were concentrated at the Sea of Japan side in the Tohoku region, whereas those of victims riding
bicycles occurred mostly in western Japan and on Shikoku Island. The regional distribution of fatal acci-
dents and fatal injuries of pedestrians differed among prefectures, according to the seriousness of the inju-
ries and victims' age groups. To establish safe and healthy communities, it is essential to minimize traffic
accident risks that differ among prefectures according to the difference of movement conditions because of
the differences in regional lifestyles.



