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A study on the psychological and political tendency
of "Somewheres" and "Anywheres"

Kaito KOBAYASHI, Yuichiro KAWABATA and Satoshi FUJII

In recent years, a theory has been proposed that policy making in developed countries is largely deter-
mined by the conflict between two groups: "Somewhares" meaning people rooted in "local" communities,
and "Anywheres," meaning people who value activities that transcend regional and national borders. How-
ever, few academic attempts have been made to empirically and quantitatively test its validity. In this study,
we examined whether this value classification is related to the policy attitudes and personality, and what
attributes make people more likely to be Somewhere or Anywhere through a survey. The results suggest
that people with strong Anywhere tendencies tend to support neoliberal policies, and that Somewheres are
more likely to be moral than Anywheres. The results also suggest that people who have lived in their current
location for a long time are more likely to be Somewheres, while differences in income, education, occu-
pation, and location of residence are small.
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